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AUGUSTUS, WILLIAM ('Wil Awst'), a prescientific weather forecaster and
translator

Name: William Augustus
Pseudonym: Wil Awst
Gender: Male
Occupation: a prescientific weather forecaster and translator
Area of activity: Literature and Writing; Nature and Agriculture; Scholarship and Languages; Science and Mathematics
Author: Emrys George Bowen

He lived at Cil-y-cwm, near Llandovery, Carmarthenshire, at the close of the 18th century. The precise dates of his life are unknown, but he was living in 1794 when John
Ross of Carmarthen printed The Husbandman's Perpetual Prognostication. This work is a curious collection of weather lore written partly in Welsh and partly in English. The
source of the Welsh portion (which is largely a translation of a well-known English text) is acknowledged by Augustus at the close of the section in the following terms: 'Rhai
o'r pethau hyn a argraphwyd yn Saesneg ac a gyhoeddwyd yn gyffredinol mewn llyfyr a elwir “ A Prognostication for ever made by Erra Pater ”.'

Apart from this publication we know little of Augustus except the great reputation which he possessed locally for his ability to forecast (within the hour, it is said) the onset
of rain, frost, gales, or thunderstorms. William Augustus would appear to be in the succession of the ancient Greek meteorologists, and, as the title of his work indicates, he
writes (as they did) primarily for the husbandman, who from primitive times belonged to the class most likely to be directly concerned with weather prognostication.
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not receive grant support. A donation would help us maintain and improve the site so that we can continue to acknowledge Welsh men and women who have made notable
contributions to life in Wales and beyond.

Find out more on our sponsorship page.

Donate

APA Citation

×

Bowen, E. G., (1959). AUGUSTUS, WILLIAM ('Wil Awst'), a prescientific weather forecaster and translator. Dictionary of Welsh Biography. Retrieved 19 Nov 2024, from
https://biography.wales/article/s-AUGU-WIL-1790

� Copy to Clipboard

Privacy & Cookies
Copyright
The Project
Help
Contact

Free text search

Free text search

https://biography.wales/
https://biography.wales/
https://biography.wales/browse/A
https://biography.wales/authors/A
http://bywgraffiadur.cymru/article/c-AUGU-WIL-1790
https://twitter.com/WelshBiography
https://biography.wales/
https://llinellamser.bywgraffiadur.cymru/en
https://twitter.com/WelshBiography
http://bywgraffiadur.cymru/article/c-AUGU-WIL-1790
https://biography.wales/
https://biography.wales/browse/A
https://biography.wales/authors/A
https://biography.wales/pdf/s-AUGU-WIL-1790.pdf
javascript:window.print();
http://hdl.handle.net/10107/5753998
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Augustus_(translator)
http://www.wikidata.org/entity/Q20734574
http://rightsstatements.org/page/InC-RUU/1.0/
https://biography.wales/pdf/s-AUGU-WIL-1790.pdf
javascript:window.print();
file:///donate
https://www.library.wales/index.php?id=7848&L=0&donate=bywgraffiadur
https://www.library.wales/index.php?id=355
https://biography.wales/copyright
https://biography.wales/about
https://biography.wales/help
https://biography.wales/about#contactus


https://www.library.wales/
http://www.wales.ac.uk/en/CentreforAdvancedWelshCelticStudies/IntroductiontotheCentre.aspx
https://www.cymmrodorion.org/
https://gov.wales/?lang=en

	AUGUSTUS, WILLIAM ('Wil Awst'), a prescientific weather forecaster and translator
	Author
	Sources
	Further Reading
	Additional Links
	APA Citation



