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BENNETT, NICHOLAS (1823 - 1899), musician and historian

Name: Nicholas Bennett
Date of birth: 1823
Date of death:  1899
Gender: Male
Occupation: musician and historian
Area of activity: History and Culture; Literature and Writing; Music; Scholarship and Languages
Author: Robert David Griffith

Born 8 May 1823 at Glanrafon, Trefeglwys, Montgomeryshire, (christened 8 June 1823). He took a deep interest in collecting and studying historical, poetical, and musical
works; composed two songs - one for Y Cerddor and the other for Songs of the Four Nations.

He collected over 700 Welsh airs, of which 500 were published in two volumes in 1896 under the title Alawon fy Ngwlad , the selection and arrangement being in the hands
of D. Emlyn Evans; this work contains portraits and biographies of harpists and singers to the harp, together with explanatory notes on the art of singing to the
accompaniment of the harp. Further, he left in manuscript a treatise on the heraldry of the princes of Wales together with illustrations. Some letters received by him are
preserved in NLW MS 584B ; see also NLW MS 588C .

He died 18 August 1899 and was buried at Llanfihangel Trefeglwys.

Author

Robert David Griffith, (1877 - 1958)

Sources

The late Nicholas Bennett, esq., of Glan-yr-afon, Bye-Gones, relating to Wales and the Border Counties, (August 1899), p.191
The collections of the late Mr Nicholas Bennett, Bye-Gones, relating to Wales and the Border Counties, (September 1899), p.211
In Memoriam: Mr. Nicholas Bennett, Y.H., Glanyrafon, Maeldwyn, Y Cerddor, October 1899, p.116
Mr Nicholas Bennett (Trefnant)Y Geninen, March 1900, pp.45-47
Edward Jones, Rhestr gyda nodiadau byrion, o Enwogion Cymreig o 1700 i 1900 (1908)
H. Blackwell, NLW MSS 9251-9277A: A Dictionary of Welsh Biography

Catalogue of Printed Literature in the Welsh Department, Cardiff Free Libraries (1898)
T. Morgan, Enwogion Cymreig 1700-1900 (1907)

Further reading

Nicholas Bennett a D. Emlyn Evans, Alawon fy Ngwlad (1896)

Additional Links

NLW Archives: NLW MS 584B: Letters to Nicholas Bennett

NLW Archives: NLW MS 588C: 'Celynog papers'

NLW Archives: NLW MS 1213E: Nicholas Bennett: Alawon Cymreig

Wikidata: Q20734018
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The Dictionary of Welsh Biography is provided by The National Library of Wales and the University of Wales Centre for Advanced Welsh and Celtic Studies. It is free to use and does
not receive grant support. A donation would help us maintain and improve the site so that we can continue to acknowledge Welsh men and women who have made notable
contributions to life in Wales and beyond.

Find out more on our sponsorship page.
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