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DAVIES, JOHN (1795 - 1861), cleric and philosopher

Name: John Davies
Date of birth: 1795
Date of death:  1861
Child: Sarah Emily Davies
Child: John Llewelyn Davies
Parent: Jane Davies
Parent: John Davies
Gender: Male
Occupation: cleric and philosopher
Area of activity: Religion; Scholarship and Languages
Author: John Williams James

Born December 1795 at Llanddewi-brefi, son of John and Jane Davies of Hendre Phylip - a wealthy family; pupil of Eliezer Williams at Lampeter; proceeded to Queens'
College, Cambridge, 1820 (B.D. 1831, D.D. 1844). He was ordained at Norwich, becoming rector of S. Pancras, Chichester, and in 1840, of Gateshead, Durham, and master
of King James's Hospital, Durham; in 1853 he became honorary canon of Durham cathedral; he retired in 1860 and died 21 October 1861 at Ilkeley Wells, Yorkshire

Davies was a prolific author, his best-known works being (a) Essay on the Old and New Testaments, 1843; (b) The Ordinances of Religion; (c) First Impressions - a
description of Swiss and French Scenery; (d) The Cultivation of the Mind; and, his greatest and most important, (e) The Estimate of the Human Mind, 1828, 2nd ed., 1847.

Two of his children deserve mention: JOHN LLEWELYN (1826 - 1916), Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, Hulsean Lecturer, Cambridge, Lady Margaret Preacher at Oxford,
chaplain to Queen Victoria, an advocate of higher education of women, and an associate of Frederick Denison Maurice; he was joint author (with D. J. Vaughan) of a well-
known translation of The Republic of Plato; and SARAH EMILY (1830 - 1921), an early advocate of the higher education of women and founder of what later became Girton
College, Cambridge.
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The Dictionary of Welsh Biography is provided by The National Library of Wales and the University of Wales Centre for Advanced Welsh and Celtic Studies. It is free to use and does
not receive grant support. A donation would help us maintain and improve the site so that we can continue to acknowledge Welsh men and women who have made notable
contributions to life in Wales and beyond.
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