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GRIFFITHS, RICHARD (1756 - 1826), colliery pioneer

Name: Richard Griffiths
Date of birth: 1756
Date of death:  1826
Parent: Elizabeth Griffiths (née Davies)
Parent: William Griffiths
Gender: Male
Occupation: colliery pioneer
Area of activity: Business and Industry
Author: Robert Thomas Jenkins

The second son and third of nine children of William Griffiths and Elizabeth (Davies), of Gelli-fendigaid, Llanwynno, Glamorganshire, he was christened 13 January 1756. His
family connections, by birth and by marriage (see Morgan, cited below), are very interesting; members of his family were among the earliest and strongest supporters of
Methodism in Llanwynno and Pontypridd; and his youngest sister's marriage with EVAN MORGAN of Hafod Ucha was to have important consequences for Griffiths. He
practised medicine at Cardiff; but the Methodist associations of his family would not seem to have affected him very deeply, for he was a 'sporting man' and an inveterate
practical joker - he even arranged a comic funeral for himself (Morgan, 44-5). He died in 1826 (will proved May 31), and was buried at Llanwynno.

His fame rests upon the fact that his enterprise turned him into the first systematic exploiter of coal in the Rhondda valley. In 1790, he leased rights to open a level at
Gyfeillon, connecting it with the canal at Treforest by a tramroad which crossed the Taff over a bridge. Before 1802, he had also leased from his brother-in-law Evan
Morgan (above) the mineral rights under Hafod, and soon leased rights to open a level there; under his successors, the Thomases, pits were sunk at both places.
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not receive grant support. A donation would help us maintain and improve the site so that we can continue to acknowledge Welsh men and women who have made notable
contributions to life in Wales and beyond.

Find out more on our sponsorship page.

Donate

APA Citation

×

Jenkins, R. T., (1959). GRIFFITHS, RICHARD (1756 - 1826), colliery pioneer. Dictionary of Welsh Biography. Retrieved 11 Nov 2024, from https://biography.wales/article/s-GRIF-
RIC-1756

� Copy to Clipboard

Privacy & Cookies
Copyright
The Project
Help
Contact

Free text search

Free text search

https://biography.wales/
https://biography.wales/
https://biography.wales/browse/A
https://biography.wales/authors/A
http://bywgraffiadur.cymru/article/c-GRIF-RIC-1756
https://twitter.com/WelshBiography
https://biography.wales/
https://llinellamser.bywgraffiadur.cymru/en
https://twitter.com/WelshBiography
http://bywgraffiadur.cymru/article/c-GRIF-RIC-1756
https://biography.wales/
https://biography.wales/browse/A
https://biography.wales/authors/A
https://biography.wales/pdf/s-GRIF-RIC-1756.pdf
javascript:window.print();
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Griffiths_(industrialist)
https://viaf.org/viaf/315534200
http://www.wikidata.org/entity/Q7326090
http://rightsstatements.org/page/InC/1.0/
https://biography.wales/pdf/s-GRIF-RIC-1756.pdf
javascript:window.print();
file:///donate
https://www.library.wales/index.php?id=7848&L=0&donate=bywgraffiadur
https://www.library.wales/index.php?id=355
https://biography.wales/copyright
https://biography.wales/about
https://biography.wales/help
https://biography.wales/about#contactus


https://www.library.wales/
http://www.wales.ac.uk/en/CentreforAdvancedWelshCelticStudies/IntroductiontotheCentre.aspx
https://www.cymmrodorion.org/
https://gov.wales/?lang=en

	GRIFFITHS, RICHARD (1756 - 1826), colliery pioneer
	Author
	Sources
	Further Reading
	Additional Links
	APA Citation



