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RICHARDS, THOMAS (1859 - 1931), Member of Parliament and secretary
of the South Wales Miners Federation

Name: Thomas Richards
Date of birth: 1859
Date of death:  1931
Spouse: Elizabeth Eleanor Richards (née Thomas)
Parent: Mary Richards
Parent: Thomas Richards
Gender: Male
Occupation: Member of Parliament and secretary of the South Wales Miners Federation
Area of activity: Business and Industry; Politics, Government and Political Movements
Author: Griffith Milwyn Griffiths

Born 8 June 1859 at Beaufort, Ebbw Vale, Monmouthshire, son of Thomas and Mary Richards. He was educated at Beaufort British School, and began work at a colliery when
he was twelve years old. He played a prominent part in the work of the miners' unions in the Ebbw Vale area, and was a member of the Sliding Scale Association. In 1891
he was elected a member of Monmouth county council, and was made an alderman in 1904 and chairman of the council in 1924. When the South Wales Miners Federation
was formed in 1898 he was appointed secretary, a post he held until he died. In 1904 he was elected Labour Member of Parliament for West Monmouthshire and he
represented that constituency until 1918, and the constituency of Ebbw Vale from 1918 until he retired in 1920. He became a member of the Privy Council in 1918. For
about two years, 1929-31, he was president of the Miners Federation of Great Britain. In 1880 he married Elizabeth Eleanor Thomas. He died 7 November 1931 and was
buried in Cardiff cemetery.
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The Dictionary of Welsh Biography is provided by The National Library of Wales and the University of Wales Centre for Advanced Welsh and Celtic Studies. It is free to use and does
not receive grant support. A donation would help us maintain and improve the site so that we can continue to acknowledge Welsh men and women who have made notable
contributions to life in Wales and beyond.

Find out more on our sponsorship page.
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